
Board Members

Margaret A. McConnell, RN, BSN, MA, RFA
Chairperson

Margaret has worked in the long term care field for over 30 years serving as a licensed
Residential Facility Administrator.  Prior to that, Margaret worked as a registered Nurse and
Psychologist for the State of Nevada Mental Health System, both in Northern and Southern
Nevada.  She currently serves with the National Association of Long Term Care Administrator
Boards (NAB) and is nationally recognized for serving as the first Residential Care/Assisted
Living Administrator to chair NAB.  Margaret has also served on NAB's Executive Committee
as Treasurer, Chair Elect, Immediate Past Chair, and Chair of NAB's Marketing and Public Relations 
Committee.  She is currently serving as Chair of NAB's Credentialing Commission.  Margaret has
traveled throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico representing the Long Term Care Industry.

Mary Ellen Wilkinson, MSW, NFA
Vice-Chairperson

Mary Ellen began as a Nursing Facility Administrator in 1976.  She has served on the
Board since 1996, most recently as Vice Chair.  She has been a member of the National 
Assocation of Long Term Care Administrator Boards (NAB) since 1994 where she has served
as a Continuing Education Reviewer, Chair of the Continuing Education Committee, Secretary,
and was just recently elected to serve as the Treasurer.  

Terry Clodt
Secretary/Treasurer

Terry's career spans from law enforcment to religion.  He worked through the ranks as Patrol 
Deputy, Detective and then Senior Detective.  He was Sergeant Bureau Commander and later
appointed Deputy Coroner. Later he was appointed to the Town Board of Gardnerville,
Nevada for 2 years and then ran for and was elected to the office.  He was appointed
to the Douglas County Mental Health Board and served as Chairman. He was also named
by Oscar Goodman to serve on the Child Care Licensing Board. Later, he was ordained
and then volunteered for Hospital Chaplains Offering Prayer and Encouragement (H.O.P.E.)
at UMC and Valley Hospital.

Edward Ableser, PhD
Administrator, Department of Health & Human Services
Aging and Disability Services Division
Statutory Board Member

Dr. Ableser earned Bachelor degrees in Political Science and Chinese, a Master's
degree in Counseling Psychology, and a PhD in Justice and Social Inquiry.  He has an
extensive background in politics, education and psychology with a passion and commitment
to advocacy and support to those who serve.  He was appointed to the Arizona State Senate at
the age of 26, followed by a 10 year span in the House of Representatives and the Senate.
Dr. Ableser recently assumed the position of Administrator of the Department of Health &
Human Services, Aging and Disability Services Division and is excited to help meet the needs
of individuals and families to lead independent, meaningful and dignified lives.



Linda Gelinger, NFA, RFA
Board Member

Linda began her career in 1970 as the owner/operator of a skilled nursing facility in Missouri.
She moved to Las Vegas in 1991 and received her license as a Nursing Facility Administrator,
and then in 1997 became a licensed Residential Facility Administrator.  Linda was awarded the
Key to the City by the Mayor of Henderson and has served on many committees and boards
including the Southern Nevada Alzheimer's Disease Association and the Nevada Health Care
Association.  Ms. Gelinger is currently the administrator of the Nevada State Veterans Home and
has been a member of the BELTCA Board since 2009. 

Lindsay T. Hansen, M.D.
Board Member

Dr. Hansen is a graduate of the  UCLA School of Medicine.  He is Board Certified in Internal
Medicine by the American Board of Internal Medicine.  He has been in private practice in
Las Vegas Since 1997.  Dr. Hansen joined the Board in 2010 and is currently the medical
director of two nursing homes in Las Vegas, and is also a hospice medical director.  He has
been a nursing home and hospice medical director since 1998.  Dr. Hansen has been an active
member of the Americal Medical Directors Association and has served as their Nevada
Delegate.  Dr. Hansen is currently the Chairman of the Department of Medicine at Summerlin
Hospital in Las Vegas.

Lilia Sioson, RFA
Board Member

Ms. Sioson immigrated to the United States in 1980, and became a citizen on August 15, 2003.
She began as a Certified Nurse Assistant and in 1998 became a licensed Residential Facility
Administrator (RFA) and opened her group home, Avalon Health Estates.  Lilia has received
numerous awards over the years, including a Linda Carr Caregiver Award for exceptional
care, Certificate of Recognition awarded to Ms. Sioson by both Governor Jim Gibbons in 2010 and
by Governor Brian Sandoval in 2011, and Certificates of Senatorial Recognition by Senators
Harry Reid and Dean Heller.  She joined the Board in 2014.

Sophia G. Long, Esq.
Deptury Attorney General
Board Counsel

Sophia Long graduated from UNLV Boyd Law School in 2003.  She jointed the Attorney
General's Office in 2011 and currently serves as Board Counsel who acts as a principal legal
advisor for various state agencies including BELTCA regarding legal complaince with state laws.
She also represents state agencies as prosecutor in any hearings or litigation involving
licenses, as well as representing the agencies in any appellate matters.  In addition to serving
as Board Counsel, she researches and drafts Attorney General Opinions upon questions of
law that have an  impact on the public.
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